CHALLENGING VOLLEYBALL SITUATIONS 
1. WHAT CONSTITUTES A BACK-ROW BLOCKING (BRB) FAULT?

-- BACK-ROW SITUATION 1: Team A’s back-row setter is near the net, reaching higher than the top of the net and contacts the ball simultaneously with an opposing team front-row player while the ball is in the plane above the net. By definition, simultaneous contact on a ball in the plane of the net by a back-row player from one team and a front-row player from the other team results in a back-row blocking (BRB) fault on the back-row player’s team. 
--BACK-ROW SITUATION 2: A back-row player is near the net and – while reaching higher than the top of the net – is contacted by a ball legally directed across the net by the opponents. This is a back-row blocking fault. Passive contact by the back-row player results in a BRB fault.
--BACK-ROW SITUATION 3: A back-row player is near the net, reaching higher than the top of the net and contacts a ball directed across the net by the opponents with blocking action. This is a fault. Active blocking action by the back-row player results in a BRB fault. 

--BACK-ROW SITUATION 4: Team B’s libero is near the net, reaching higher than the top of the net when the ball is directed toward that part of the net by the opponents. The libero a) touches the ball while reaching above net height, b) doesn’t touch the ball. Both constitute blocking faults since the libero may not even attempt to block.
--BACK-ROW SITUATION 5: Team B attacks the ball and Team A’s back-row setter is positioned near the net, reaching higher than the top of the net. Team A’s back-row setter is in close proximity to a front-row teammate who blocks the ball. The back-row setter never contacts the ball. This a collective block and, when the ball touches anyone who is a part of the collective block, everyone involved in the block and anyone in close proximity to the block who meets the definition of a blocker is considered as having touched the ball. This is a back-row blocking fault on Team A’s back-row setter. 

--BACK-ROW SITUATION 6:  When a back-row player is close to the net, reaching higher than the net and contacts the ball directed by the opponents, a back-row fault typically occurs. A back-row blocking fault will be whistled when the R1 determines the back-row player’s contact was either passive or constituted a blocking action/motion. However, it’s NOT a back-row blocking fault if the back-row player has sufficient time to direct the ball. Example 1: The back-row setter for Team B sees the ball crossing the net from the opponent’s side, and he takes a full-swing at the ball and contacts it. Attacking the ball would not result in a block being called. The attacked ball could go into the tape and/or cross the net or be touched by the block, in which case the referees would have to determine whether the ball was contacted when it was totally above net height (back-row attack should be whistled upon completion of the attack. Directing the ball is not a block.

Example 2: An overpass from Team A is crossing the net. The back-row setter for Team B is near the net and in the air from having jumped to try to save the over-passed ball. A front-row player for Team B blocks the ball but the block is not sharply contacted. The Team B back-row setter has time to react quickly to the ball while he is still reaching higher than the top of the net and he sets the ball and directs the ball to a teammate. No fault has occurred because the ball was directed. On all other playing actions by a back-row player who is near the net and reaching higher than the top of the net, if the R1 can’t tell that the ball was directed or attacked, a back-row blocking fault should probably be called.          

-- BACK-ROW SITUATION 7: Team B hits the ball so that it floats across the net where the back-row setter for Team A jump-sets the ball from near the net and higher than the top of the net. The ball is directed toward the opposite. Is this a BRB fault? No. Although the back-row setter in this scenario was near the net and reaching higher than the net to intercept the ball coming from the opponents, the action was clearly that of directing the ball through setting action. This would be first contact, play on. Had the Team B setter been front row, the first contact would NOT have been considered a block because he had time to flex-set the ball and direct it to a teammate. Neither of these contacts was blocking in nature nor passive. Therefore, the R1 would not whistle a fault. 

DISCUSSION: Not every contact by a back-row player who is near the net and reaching higher than the top of the net will result in a BRB fault. A full one-armed is an attack and would not result in a BRB fault although it could result in a back-row attack if the ball was totally above net height when contacted and the attack was completed. There is no automatic BRB call. 

2. CARD ISSUED TO A STANDING COACH OR ANYONE ON THE BENCH: Does the issuance of a sanction card to a standing coach (head coach or an assistant coach) or anyone on the bench affect the ability of one coach at a time to stand and coach on a dead ball or on all coaches in terms of being able to stand and coach on a dead ball?

ANSWER: No. The right to stand and coach is not affected. Anyone receiving a card is, of course, subject to progressive sanctioning for continuing behavior that was determined to be unsporting conduct. The key is for officials to use verbal warnings where possible and prevention on anything approaching disruptive coaching and to issue cards as needed to control unacceptable behavior and avoid further carding.
3. PURSUIT: Does the OHSBVA allow “pursuit” of a ball that passes outside the antenna to the opponent’s free zone if there is “sufficient space” on both sides of the court (outside R1 stand, outside post on R2’s side)?
ANSWER: No. OHSBVA does not allow pursuit. However, officials have to be aware that a ball hit over or outside the antenna on a block, first contact or second contact is not dead until the ball passes completely beyond the plane of the net (no part of the ball is still “on plane”) or contacts the antenna (antenna fault call). Player position outside the court in attempting to make a save is irrelevant. Only the position of the ball is at issue. A player could theoretically reach a ball over an antenna and bring the ball back to his side if there is no contact (player or ball) with the antenna, no other fault occurs and the team has a contact remaining. 
4. STANDING BEHIND TEAM BENCH: Are teams allowed to stand behind their team bench and feed subs or libero replacements in from behind the bench. NFHS rules do not allow players to be standing behind the bench unless they are warming up. 
ANSWER: No. Teams are not permitted to do this. 
5. BALL PASSING OVER AN ANTENNA: When does a ball that passes over an antenna without hitting the antenna become an antenna fault?
ANSWER: Team A’s first contact is hit towards Team B’s court and passes partially over the antenna when the outside hitter for Team A jumps really high and legally plays the ball back to Team A’s side while the ball is still over the antenna and on the plane of the net extended. This is a play-on situation, and Team A has one more contact to send the ball over the net. The reason this is not a fault is because a ball must pass TOTALLY to the opponent‘s side before it can no longer be contacted. The ball is not considered out of bounds when passing over an antenna (if it touches the antenna that would be an antenna fault) while the ball is still on the plane of the net.  The ball must pass completely to Team B’s side before the ball is whistled as an antenna fault. If Team A attacks a ball that is blocked by Team B with a deep penetrating block, and the ball then  goes off the Team B blocker and back over the antenna into Team B’s free zone, the ball remains alive with three team hits remaining.

6. NET BLOCK: Is it legal for a player to complete a “net block,” contacting a ball through the net that is totally on the opponent’s side of the net to affect their ability to play the ball next.
ANSWER: No. A team is not permitted to do this, and coaches should not be teaching the net block since it is clearly unsporting in nature. A player is not permitted to affect play on a ball hit into the body of the net either by moving hands forward toward the net or reaching stepping to the side to do so. If so a ball contacts the defensive player through the net on a play like this, the referees should call a net fault. The exception would be where player action at the net is clearly in the form of self-protection (defensive player holds position at the net but puts hands in front of body – not reaching out toward net – to protect from getting hit through the net by a hard-hit ball that’s being driven into the body of the net.

7. TIME TO CONTACT SERVE: Has the OHSBVA gone with 8 seconds for the server to contact the ball for service or do we follow NFHS rules (5 seconds to contact serve)?
ANSWER: OHSBVA has stayed with 5 seconds, but we handle this situation when a server is starting to take too long to serve. The R1 can advise the captain, and the R2 can alert the coach as well. If possible, prevention is a good course of action. Can we then make the call? Sure. Should we? It depends. Stalling typically isn’t coming from the serving team but it could occur after a long rally won by the serving team. Do not allow an advantage from stalling. Be proactive in preventing the need to make the call. Do NOT show a count off to the side. If the server is consistently close to a call or is clearly taking more than 5 seconds each time (even giving the player the benefit of the doubt in terms of how much time has transpired), deal with the situation. If you’re aware that the server has the ball behind the end line and goes to a spot on the court to start service approach, allow the player to get there before authorizing serve. But, don’t allow pacing to be negatively affected by slow serves. Keep reasonable match flow!

8. SCREENING: Screening the receiving team is a fault if other conditions are met. Some amount of screening occurs at many levels (especially higher levels of volleyball) without being warned or called. Are referees supposed to ignore all but the most blatant screening formations or should they be proactive in addressing screening regardless of whether it’s raised as an issue by the receiving team?
ANSWER: Screening is NOT to be ignored. OHSBVA screening concerns have been shared the last few years with coaches. Some teams set up in screening formations regardless of whether the coach teaches this practice or not. The R1 (primarily) along with the R2 are expected to chart player positions prior to each rally, and both officials should be aware when the serving team appears to be in a possible formation where screening is occurring. Before authorizing serve, the R1 should assess the positions of the serving team to see if a possible screening formation exists. Then look at whether the receiving team’s passers are attempting to make position adjustments to see the serve. Although it’s a tough angle from the stand, after authorizing serve, the R1 look to see if a possible screen still exists, remembering that there’s stacking by the serving team for quick movement to hitting/setting positions and positioning that deliberately cordons off a portion of the court. Teams are free to do this but if a team serves low over a group screen, this results in a possible screening fault being called. 
If a screening formation is observed during the R1’s scan, prior to authorizing serve, the R1 may call the captain to the stand and – while showing the screening signal – discuss with the captain that a screen may be called and that the team may prevent the screen by modifying their court positions in relationship to each other. The R2 will see the signal and advise the affected coach of the reason for the discussion to allow the coach to instruct players to move in ways that might prevent a screening call. 
Regardless of player positioning, the ball needs to pass over the screen to be called and it needs to be low, fast, short or some combination for screening to have occurred. There is no automatic call here. See the screening document for more details. The R2 should be aware when passers are trying to move to see the served ball and may show the informal signal for screening to the R1 to alert the R1 to the receiving team having trouble seeing the serve. If the receiving team doesn’t attempt to move, most screens won’t be called. However, a group screen formed by the front row with gaps filled by back-row players may be called without warning if the other conditions for screening are met. There is no place for receivers to move to in response to some screening formations.

9. DISQUALIFICATION OF PLAYER OR COACH: What happens if an official disqualifies a player or a coach?
ANSWER: This should occur only if truly merited. Referees are expected to remain sufficiently detached to not overreact and to not react emotionally to coach or player actions unless the coach or player actions truly rise to the level of disqualification. IF disqualification is necessary, the officials should take whatever time is needed to ensure proper recording of the disqualification by the scorer, should determine (if it’s a player who is disqualified) whether there is adult supervision available before having the player leave the playing area or, if not, ensure the player sits on the bench for the remainder of the match without engaging in additional unsporting conduct at the risk of match forfeiture, should determine (if it’s the head coach who is disqualified) whether there is another coach able to step in to finish the match and then assure that the coach leaves the facility at the risk of forfeiture of the match for failure to do so or for continued unsporting conduct after disqualification. Officials need to file an Incident Report (form and instructions available on www.ohioboysvolleyball.com), and an OBSBVCA review will occur before determination of the appropriate penalty which could be a suspension of up to two matches or commensurate with the nature of the incident. Due process will be afforded the affected player or coach by the OBSVCA.

10. FORMAT FOR SUBMISSION OF LINEUP: Can a coach submit a lineup in floor positions and simply circle the player whom the coach intends to be the team’s first server? What options exist for coaches in terms of submission of lineups in terms of service order or floor positions? 
ANSWER: Actually, some coaches use lineup sheets that allow them to first record their lineups in floor position and then translate them into serve order. Unlike NFHS, OHSBVA encourages rather than requires coaches to submit their lineups in serve order. But what if a coach submits a lineup solely in the old standard floor position chart rather than listing player numbers in the order in which they will be serving (and including a number for the libero). The referees will assist the coach in translating the lineups into serve order to facilitate lineups being properly recorded by the scorer and libero tracker. When NFHS moved to require lineups in serve order, it fixed a problem that didn’t exist in Ohio. Scorers did not have a problem identifying first server for each team from submitted lineups.

Everyone (coaches and referees alike) is simply advised that when a lineup is submitted in floor position, the first server for the serving team is the player shown in the RB position and the first server for the receiving team is the player shown in the RF position. If the head coach, for any reason, circles a player, it is considered appropriate facilitation for the referees to let the coach know if the player number circled is NOT the team’s first server (typically because there is a recollection failure at time of lineup submission in terms of which team has the first serve).

11. HOW DOES A COACH REQUEST RECONSIDERATION OF A FIRST REFEREE’S DECISION ON THE PRECEDING RALLY? 
ANSWER: To address a ruling on the last rally, there is no clearly identified “protest” rule within current NFHS rules for OHSBVA to rely upon. For reconsideration of a non-judgment call, the head coach must request a time-out and should advise the R2 that this time-out is being requested to ask the R1 to reconsider a rule decision (including issuance of a penalty) made on the last rally. By logical implication, a decision made by the R2 (which the R1 has accepted) could also be the subject for reconsideration. Whether a scoring situation is also included is unclear from the OHSBVA Rulebook and NFHS Rules Book and Casebook. Regardless, match officials are expected to do what is necessary to give fair consideration of a non-judgment call question raised by a coach including attempting to verify or validate game score. However, the R2 should not permit a time-out to be requested for purposes of questioning something that is SOLELY a judgment call. 

Unfortunately, there is lack of clarity regarding whether the head coach, as the time-out is requested, is required to deal with the R2 as part of the process. OHSBVA has determined that it is reasonable to have the head coach inform the R2 of his/her intent to call a time-out for reconsideration of a ruling. This enables the R2 to determine whether the coach is actually questioning a ruling (rule interpretation, application of correct rule, application of correct penalty) or a judgment call. There is no provision to call a time-out to question a judgment call. In fact, the rules specify that coaches are not permitted to question judgment calls and that it is considered unsporting conduct to continue to do so. Because there are additional penalties for going beyond 60 seconds if the referee call stands, if the R2 believes the rule permits a time-out for reconsideration, the R2 should have the coach remain bench side and cross the court to discuss the coach’s issue with the R1 before starting the review time-out. The R1 should get off the stand as appropriate to meet with the coach while the R2 retrieves the Rules and Case Books that are required to be brought to each match. These books are typically at the officials’ table. This is the fairest process possible.
To avoid situations where a head coach calls a time-out and starts across the court without first dealing with the R2, the head coach will be required to indicate at the point the time-out is called that the time-out is to ask for reconsideration of a decision on the last rally. If the decision in question involves other than the last rally, the head coach has waited too long to ask for reconsideration of a ruling.

12. WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR ENSURING THAT THE CORRECT PLAYER REPLACES THE LIBERO AND THAT A PLAYER INVOLVED IN A LIBERO REPLACEMENT (LIBERO OR REGULAR PLAYER) TAKES THE PROPER POSITION ON THE COURT?

ANSWER: In addition to the libero tracker, both the R1 and R2 are expected to maintain a broad scan to pick up libero exchanges and to ensure that 1) the player replacing the libero is the proper person (an actively involved and properly trained libero tracker is very important on this one); 2) that the player replacing the libero moves into the LF and not CF if the libero was in LB immediately prior to his team winning the rally or the proper position in the back row if the coach is pulling the libero for some reason; and that the libero’s position does not rotate to the LF. To do this, some referees chart back row and when the lead number (or “L”) in their memorized back row is the libero, they know that the libero has to come out of the game when his team wins the next rally. 

13. WHEN ARE OHSBVA REFEREES EXPECTED TO ARRIVE AND HOW SHOULD THE PRE-MATCH TASKS BE DIVIDED?
ANSWER: No later than 30 minutes before the start of the first match and preferably 45 minutes to an hour where possible. This is the minimum time to be at the school ready to do the pre-match tasks which should be split between the two officials. This means that both officials are expected to be appropriately dressed with the equipment required to conduct the match including, but not limited to, a whistle/lanyard, sanction cards, net measuring device, ball gauge, ball pump and flags. Referees who show up late are also known to show up expecting their partner (who makes the same amount of money) to have done the net check, antenna check, ball check, equipment safety check, etc. and to not do anything. Referees who do not share pre-match tasks need to be reported to the match assigner and risk not receiving matches in the future.
