INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIBERO TRACKERS
Background:
• Years ago, NFHS/OHSAA volleyball rules were modified to create the option of the libero player. Like the OHSAA, the OHSBVA allows the libero option for 9th grade, Junior Varsity and Varsity matches, but not every team plays a libero. This can produce challenges for schools in knowing when they have to provide a trained individual to track libero movements for each match in which either team might play a libero.  
• Tracking libero movements is very important to ensure given the important duties associated with tracking libero movements – which require extensive scanning when the ball is out of play – the OHSBVA does not permit the Official Scorer to also function as Libero Tracker. The job requires repetitive scanning to the left and to the right as soon as every rally has ended to pick up both substitution requests and libero movements on and off the court.
• The Libero Tracker (LT) needs training to understand basic libero playing rules involving replacements. Instructions should focus the LT on primary responsibilities for observing and recording the movements of each team’s libero onto and off of the court which must occur through the Libero Replacement Zone/LRZ. These exchanges are called “replacements” to distinguish them from “substitutions,” and they require someone who can maintain a broad-view focus during every dead ball since that is when the libero player for both teams may enter/exit the court and when substitutions occur. This means that a Scorer or a timer/scoreboard operator with other duties would NOT be appropriate to also serve as libero tracker.
• The libero tracker (LT) was previously referred to as the “assistant scorer” because duties also include recording ALL substitutions and helping to ensure the official scorer captures all pertinent information on the score sheet related to both substitutions and the libero serving. The role requires awareness, alertness, the ability to concentrate and good communication skills to partner effectively with the Official Scorer and avoid missing anything of significance that needs to be observed and recorded. 
• Libero trackers are expected to be trained by each school to ensure that the second referee is simply able to review points of emphasis before a match rather than try to bring someone up to speed in the short time-frame prior to play beginning.
• The OHSAA stipulates that the host school (or designated home team for matches where neither team is the host school) provide the libero tracker. However, in Ohio, where a host/home school doesn’t plan to play a libero in a given match, then the libero tracker is expected to be supplied by the visiting school in order for that team to use a libero in the match. This can result in delicate situations occurring since there typically is limited communication between the schools regarding whether the host/home school plans to play a libero for each match. Regardless, visiting teams are strongly advised to bring a trained libero tracker for each match and NOT assume the host/home school will play a libero and, therefore, be responsible for providing the libero tracker.
• The libero tracker is charged with tracking libero replacements as well as substitutions on a Libero Tracking Sheet (LTS). The LT has to record all substitutions since the libero may replace a substitute in the back row as well as a starting player. 
• There are a number of important rules that the LT is responsible for enforcing and informing the second referee if any are not followed. Once a libero replaces a back-row player, that player must return to the court to replace the libero no later than when the original player’s position rotates to the front row. The libero may only be on the court in replacement of a back-row player and may not legally remain on the court when the position in the service order rotates to the front row, so the LT is responsible throughout the match for ensuring that the second referee is informed if this rule is violated.
• In addition, the LT must ensure that the libero sits out at least one rally before legally replacing another back-row player UNLESS the next action of the libero is to serve the next rally. The second procedure is to ensure that when the libero leaves the court, the player replacing the libero is the same player the libero replaced when the libero last entered the court. The third procedure is to ensure that the libero does not rotate to the left-front position (front row) since the libero may only play in a back-row position. 
• The LT reviews each team’s submitted lineup and records the players for each set on the LTS on the side that team will occupy for the side. The player numbers that appear in service order on the lineup sheet are recorded in that exact order on the LTS. The libero’s number is listed for each team, but “L” rather than the player number is used to record libero replacements of back-row players.
• The LT’s first responsibility as the set begins is verifying the correct libero enters the court. This initial libero entry onto the court takes place after the lineup check is completed by the second referee who then authorizes the libero to enter before the start of each set. The initial libero entry is authorized by the R2 and the player whose number appears on the submitted lineup sheet must be the one to enter as the libero. If the coach of the serving team has the libero replace the initial server after his/her team has lost a rally at the start of the match, the team’s libero may not enter the serving team has lost the rally. Again, the LT has to ensure that the libero entering the court for that team is wearing a number that matches the number on the LTS. Teams may not play more than one libero in a set unless the first libero is replaced through re-designation due to illness, injury or incapacity. 
 
Scorekeeper and Libero Tracker (LT) Duties:
Before the start of each set, the scorer will:
a. Obtain the lineup sheets from the second referee (R2) and record the uniform numbers of the starting players in serving order and the libero on the scorebook. 
b. Ensure that the libero tracker accurately records the lineups on the libero tracking sheet (LTS). 
After the referees conduct the coin toss and before each set:
a. Review the lineups submitted by each coach to ensure that a captain is indicated, that there are no duplicate or illegal numbers, and whether a libero is identified. If no libero is indicated by a coach, inform the second referee who will verify with the coach that no libero will be utilized in the current set or add a libero if the coach is able to timely correct an oversight. 
b. On the Libero Tracking Sheet/LTS, record the team information and the positions of the player on the court according to the serving order on the submitted lineup sheet including the number of the libero to ensure that a different libero doesn’t play in the set. 
c. Record all libero replacements accurately, so the libero tracking sheet reflects the players who are actually on the court at all times. During a lineup check, the LTS may be used to identify which player the libero has last replaced on the court.
d. If an improper libero replacement occurs, notify the second referee unless the team immediately fixes the illegality with no delay which is referred to as “self-correction.”

During the match, the libero tracker will:
a. Record all substitutions and all libero replacements on the libero tracking sheet. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]b. The libero must be replaced directly no later than when her position in the serve order would be rotating to the front row (left-front position) and must always be replaced by the player whom she last replaced. The LT is responsible for immediately notifying the second referee if the libero is replaced by an incorrect player (an illegal replacement), which means that the player who replaced the libero is not the player the libero last replaced. In addition, if a “different” libero (NOT the libero designated on that set’s lineup sheet) enters the court, notify the second referee immediately. “Their libero is #9. Libero #7 just entered the court.” 
c. Notify the officials if the libero does not remain out of the set (off the court) for at least one rally before replacing another back-row player UNLESS the libero is serving the next rally, having been replaced by the player whom the libero last replaced and with the player who would be the legal server for the next rally exiting through the libero replacement zone. 
d. Notify the second referee during a time-out regarding the status of each team’s libero (on the court = in; off the court = out). The second referee may want the timing of this notification to be closer to the end of the time-out. The libero tracker then verifies that if a team’s libero was on the court that the libero does return to the court and that if a team’s libero was off the court that the libero remains off the court UNTIL the teams have BOTH returned to the court at which time a libero replacement may be made (libero off the bench having sat out at least one rally or player whom the libero last replaced returns to the court to replace the libero).  


