[bookmark: _GoBack]2019 OHSBVA Rule Changes  
· Compliance with solid-colored jersey rule no longer required (Slide 9)
· Libero jersey must meet “clearly contrasting from all angles requirement”
· Libero’s uniform must clearly contrast from predominant color(s) of the team uniform, excluding trim (but including sleeves)
· Libero’s uniform top cannot be made up solely of the same predominant color(s) of the team’s uniform top even if the like colors are placed differently on the uniform top

· When libero jersey is “marginal” in terms of clearly contrasting, ask coach to produce a compliant contrasting jersey
· If coach does not have not another jersey for the libero and jerseys are clearly not contrasting, team will play with no libero (Slide 10)
· If coach does not have a more clearly contrasting jersey, but the referees can live with the combination, play and report
· Each set of referees has to decide what is clearly contrasting 
· Don’t fail to address a real issue with a coach and pass problem on to next set of referees
· When in doubt, let them play with that jersey if they don’t have a better contrasting one
· Key is that LT and Scorer, not just referees, have to be able to spot the libero 
· Referees have to identify libero in a group of moving teammates not just when jerseys are viewed at a perfect angle

· If coach does not have another jersey for the libero, and the jersey are clearly not contrasting, team will play with no libero

· Referees should report any issues with failure to meet the clearly contrasting jersey rule

· “00” is being eliminated as a legal number, and we have advised coaches not to purchase “00” if buying jerseys – however, we will not enforce this rule for 2019 

· Request for compliance with intent of the libero t? (Slide 11)

· We are asking coaches to work with us through a full understanding of the intent of being able to quickly identify the libero in a clearly contrasting jersey rule from any angle including with moving teammates

· What is considered a center line fault? (Slide 13)
· Player foot down touching opponent’s court without part of that foot being on or over center line is ALWAYS a center-line fault
 
· Penetration beyond the center line under the net to touch the opponent’s court with a foot or feet is permitted provided that at least some part of the penetrating foot/feet remains either in contact with or directly above the center line AND there is no interference

· To touch the opponent’s court with any part of the body above the feet is NOT a fault provided there’s no interference with opponent’s play and there’s no safety concern

· Default call is a center line fault

· Touching outside the court lines in the opponent’s free zone is legal unless creates interference or safety issue

· Center line fault discussion (Slide 13)
· OHSAA center line rule is the most restrictive: it’s fault to touch opponent’s court on a live ball with any body part other than a foot or feet which still are on or above the center line or hand or hands (up to the wrist) which are still on or above the center line

· OHSBVA has the same rule as OHSAA when it comes to feet but is more liberal for all other body parts where it asks the referees (primarily the R2) to judge interference or penetration touching the opponent’s court on a live ball or safety issues in determining legality

· What does the OHSBVA consider to be a net fault? (Slide 13)
· A net fault occurs while the ball is in play and a player contacts any part of the net including cables or antennas with any body part. 

· It is not a fault when a player’s loose hair or clothing touches the net, or the force of a ball hit by an opponent drives the net or cables into the player

· Player must initiate contact with net on a live ball for a net fault to occur

· R2 and R1 should partner to correctly award rally when a net occurs just prior to a ball contacting the court versus when the ball has contacted the court just prior to a net fault having occurred



· How does the OHSBVA rule differ from OHSAA and other rulesets in determining a net fault? (Slide 13)
· The OHSBVA rule is very close to the OHSAA rule. All player contacts by a body part with the net are faults on a live ball IF the player initiated the net contact from post to post including outside the antennas

· The sole exemption is for a loose jersey or shorts or possibly a tucked-in towel as these are not contacts with net by a player’s body

· Unlike USA Volleyball or NCAA college women’s or men’s volleyball, there is no exemption for not being in a playing action or the play not being near where the net was contacted 
 
· Which coaching staff may stand, where and when? (Slide 14)
· Any coach, but only one coach, may stand on a live ball to coach within the Libero Replacement Zone, no closer than 6 feet from the bench sideline, without blocking the view of the second referee or line judge and coaching in a non-disruptive manner 

· On a dead ball, all coaches may stand to coach the team as long as all coaches but one are being seated when the first referee is preparing to authorize service

· May a coach stand after a yellow or red card issued to a member of coaching staff or bench personnel? (Slide 14)
· A card issued to any coach or bench personnel has no effect on the privilege for a single coach to continue to stand to coach while the ball is in play for the remainder of the match
 
· Continued disruptive coaching is addressed through progressive sanctioning with cards typically issued to the head coach to avoid the prospect of multiple coaches engaging in disruptive behavior and receiving a series of yellow cards 



· The red/white/blue Model V5M5000 Molten Flistatec Volleyball is to be used for all OHSBVA tournament matches (Slide 15)

· The red/white/blue Flistatec is NOT required during the regular season, just post-season

· The red/white/green Flistatec is fine to use during the regular season

· If referees aren’t given game balls that are in good condition, pick the best volleyballs possible, get the coaches to agree if necessary, play and report

· Do not refuse to play a match because game balls don’t have an NFHS authenticating mark! Use common sense.

· Players may participate in no more than six (6) sets against a common opponent (same school) on a given play-date (Slide 15)

· Players may change shirts without leaving court area (Slide 16)

· Substitutes and team’s coaching staff may stand outside team benches in line with benches/chairs without being disruptive or interfering with play (Slide 16)

· Coaches may stand with their players outside the team benches without being disruptive

· Substitutes do not have to sit on the bench but may not stand in front of it (Slide 16)

